AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



In the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 9, 11-19, and 36; amend claims 1, 7, 10, 29-30, 32-34, and 37; 
and add new claims 38-45, all as shown below. Applicant reserves the right to prosecute any 
originally presented or canceled claims in a continuing or future application. 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of searching a plurality of content repositories, comprising: 

providing for the representation of the plurality of content repositories as a virtual content 
repository (VCR) that includes a content model, the content model including a set of content 
nodes and a set of hierarchy of nodes such that a content node is created for each of the 
plurality of content repositories, each content node is associated with its own content schema, a 
hierarchy node is created for different types of content available in the plurality of content 
repositories, each hierarchy node is associated with one or more of the plurality of content 
nodes, and each hierarchy node is associated with its own hierarchy schema : 

searching the VCR for information that satisfies a search expression; 

providing search results; 

wherein th e VCR i nc l ud e s a common cont e nt mod el and nam e spac e ; and wh e r ei n each 
one of the plurality of content repositories implements a service provider interface (SPI) 
compat i b le w i th that integrates the corresponding content repository into the VCR and such that 
the each SPI interfaces between the VCR and the corresponding content repositoryies. 

2. (Canceled). 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein searching the VCR includes: 

searching each of the plurality of content repositories. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein: 

the search expression can include at least one of: a logical expression, a Boolean 
operator, a nested expression, an object name, a function/method call, a mathematical function, 
a mathematical operator, a string operator, an image operator, and Structured Query Language 
(SQL). 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein providing search results includes: 
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combining tlie results of searcliing eacli one of tlie plurality of content repositories. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein providing search results includes: 

caching the search results. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein providing for the representation of the 
plurality of content repositories as a VCR includes: 

extending the content model to i nc l ud e store information about the content model in the 
plurality of content repositories ; and 

wh e r ei n th e nam e spac e spans th e p l ura li ty of cont e nt r e pos i tori e s . 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7 wherein: 

the content model provides a uniform representation of content for the plurality of 

content repositories. 

9. (Canceled). 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein searching the VCR for information 
includes: 

searching one or more of the s e t of content i nformat i on nodes, the content node 
schemas. the hierarchy nodes, and the s e t of hierarchy node schemas i nformat i on . 

11-28. (Canceled). 

29. (Currently amended) A computer readable medium for m e thod of searching a plurality of 
content repositories, comprising the computer readable medium having instructions stored 
thereon that when executed by one or more processors on the computer cause the computer to 
perform the steps of : 

i nc l ud i ng i nstruct i ons i n a cod e s e gm e nt to providinge for the representation of a the 
plurality of content repositories as a virtual content repository (VCR) that includes a content 
model, wherein providing comprises the substeps of: r[:11 

implementing by each one of the plurality of content repositories a service 
provider interface (SPI) to integrate the corresponding content repository into the VCR: 

interfacing by the SPI between the VCR and the corresponding content 

-3- 

Atty. Docket No.: BEAS-01 365US0 

jmissud/wp/BEAS/1 300-1 399/1 365US0/Response to OA dated 10-6-06 



repository: 

creating a content node for each of the plurality of content repositories: 
associating each content node with its own schema: 

creating a hierarchy node for different types of content ayailable in the plurality of 
content repositories: 

associating each hierarchy node with one or more of the plurality of content 

repositories: 

associating each hierarchy node with its own schema: 
i nc l ud i ng i nstruct i ons i n a cod e s e gm e nt to searching the VCR for information that 

satisfies a search expression; 

i no i ud i ng i nstruct i ons i n a cod e s e gment to providinge search resultsi-aft4 

wh e r ei n e ach on e of th e p l ura li ty of cont e nt r e pos i tor ie s i mp le m e nts a s e rvice prov i d e r 

i ntorfaco (SP I ) compat i b l e w i th tho VCR and such that tho SP I i ntorfacos botwoon tho VCR and 

the content ropos i tor i os . 

30. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29, wherein searching the VCR includes fm#tef 
compr i s i ng : 

i nc l ud i ng i nstruct i ons i n a cod e s e gm e nt to searching each of the plurality of content 
repositories. 

31. (Previously presented) The method of claim 29 wherein: 

the search expression can include at least one of: a logical expression, a Boolean 
operator, a nested expression, an object name, a function/method call, a mathematical function, 
a mathematical operator, a string operator, an image operator, and Structured Query Language 
(SQL). 

32. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29, wherein providing search results includes 
furth e r compr i s i ng : 

i nc l ud i ng i nstructions i n a cod e s e gm e nt to combin inge the results of searching each one 
of the plurality of content repositories. 

33. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29, wherein providing search results includes 
further compr i s i ng : 

i nc l ud i ng i nstruct i ons i n a codo sogmont to cach inge the search results. 
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34. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29, wherein providing for the representation of 
the plurality of content repositories as a VCR includes furth e r compr i s i ng : 

i nc l ud i ng i nstruct i ons i n a cod e s e gm e nt to extending a the VGR content model to 
ifi€t«de store information about the content model in the plurality of content repositoriesi-aB4 

i nc l ud i ng i nstruct i ons i n a cod e s e gm e nt to prov i d e a h ie rarch i ca l nam e spac e spann i ng 
th e p l ura li ty of cont e nt r e pos i tor ie s . 

35. (Previously presented) The method of claim 34 wherein: 

the content model provides a uniform representation of content for the plurality of 
content repositories. 

36. (Canceled). 

37. (Currently amended) The method of claim 29, wherein searching the VCR for information 
includes further compr i s i ng : 



i nformat i on nodes, the content node schemas. the hierarchy nodes, and the s e t of hierarchy 
node schemas i nformat i on . 

38. (New) A method of searching a plurality of content repositories, comprising: 

providing for the representation of the plurality of content repositories as a virtual content 
repository (VCR) that includes a content model, wherein providing comprises the substeps of: 

implementing by each one of the plurality of content repositories a service 
provider interface (SPI) to integrate the corresponding content repository into the VCR; 

interfacing by the SPI between the VCR and the corresponding content 

repository; 



content repositories; 

associating each hierarchy node with one or more of the plurality of content 

repositories; 

associating each hierarchy node with its own schema; 




searching one or more of the s e t of content 



creating a content node for each of the plurality of content repositories; 
associating each content node with its own schema; 

creating a hierarchy node for different types of content available in the plurality of 
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searching the VCR for information that satisfies a search expression; and 
providing search results. 

39. (New) The method of claim 38 wherein searching the VCR includes: 

searching each of the plurality of content repositories. 

40. (New) The method of claim 38 wherein: 

the search expression can include at least one of: a logical expression, a Boolean 
operator, a nested expression, an object name, a function/method call, a mathematical function, 
a mathematical operator, a string operator, an image operator, and Structured Query Language 
(SQL). 

41. (New) The method of claim 38 wherein providing search results includes: 

combining the results of searching each one of the plurality of content repositories. 

42. (New) The method of claim 38 wherein providing search results includes: 

caching the search results. 

43. (New) The method of claim 38 wherein providing for the representation of the plurality of 
content repositories as a VCR includes: 

extending a VCR content model to include information in the plurality of content 
repositories. 

44. (New) The method of claim 43 wherein: 

the content model provides a uniform representation of content for the plurality of 
content repositories. 

45. (New) The method of claim 18 wherein searching the VCR for information includes: 

searching one or more of the content nodes, the content node schemas, the hierarchy 
nodes, and the hierarchy node schemas. 
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